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COURSE DESCRIPTION

We will read and discuss numerous masterpieces of Greek literature, including Homer’s Odyssey, (excerpts from) Herodotus' Histories, a comedy by Aristophanes, and several tragedies by Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides.  We will also watch three films.  Discussions will include reference to a variety of material in addition to the readings and films, ranging from ancient art works (viewed through digital slides) to modern works of art and literature.  The latter should help to place the readings in their cultural context, and highlight some of the similarities as well as significant differences between ancient Greek culture(s) and our own.  We will also take account of different approaches to interpreting literature, many of which apply very well to written works and film of today.          

REQUIRED READINGS

Available at the CU Book Store (in the Student Union), and at the Colorado Book Store on the Hill.
Aeschylus I, trans. Grene et al.

Euripides IV, trans. Grene et al.

Four Plays by Aristophanes, trans. Arrowsmith et al.

Herodotus. The Histories, trans. Aubrey de Sélincourt

Odyssey, trans. Stanley Lombardo 

Sophocles. The Three Theban Plays, trans. Fagles 

E-Reserves 

See syllabus.
READ MATERIAL BEFORE CLASS
Read, think about, and write down your observations on the reading assignments, and especially the points on which I suggest you focus, before each lecture.  Success in this course depends in part upon reading the material before you come to class.        
HANDOUTS

For each class lecture you will receive a handout with key terms.  Make sure to keep these handouts, write notes on them, and use them as study guides for all your exams.  If you need to replace any, see next.  

WEB SITE

For downloading any handouts you lose or miss in class:  http://spot.colorado.edu/~fredrice. (I strongly recommend that you use Internet Explorer as your browser to access my web site.)  Click link for Masterpieces of Greek Literature, and then for Handouts.
ATTENDANCE

The lectures in this course are fast-paced, and cover extensive material in addition to what is covered in your readings.  Consequently, your own notes on my lectures will comprise the central text for this course, and missing even a single lecture can seriously harm your chances for success on an exam.  

BEING ON TIME
Late arrivals disrupt the class and are discourteous to your fellow students and me.  Therefore, please be on time.  IF YOU ARRIVE LATE PLEASE TAKE A SEAT IN THE BACK OF THE CLASSROOM.  
NO CELL PHONES OR FOOD, PLEASE!

EXAMS/GRADING

There will be three 1-hour exams, and a 2.5-hour final.  The three one-hour Exams count 20% each, and the Final Exam counts 40%.  There are no extra credit opportunities, and no curve. 

NO MAKE-UP EXAMS

There will be absolutely no make-up exams, unless the student can provide a doctor’s note for the day of the exam missed.  (Wardenburg has walk-in appointments every day.)    
CHEATING

Don’t do it.  If you do, the severest sanctions provided by University rules will be imposed.

EMAIL/OFFICE HOURS/PHONE

Please email me (fredrice@colorado.edu) only for emergencies.  Normally, please speak with me in person, before or after class, or during office hours.  If you do send an email, you should consider it formal communication.  Consequently, when using EMAIL: 

1) address me in the body of your message  (Dear Dr. Fredricksmeyer), 

2) use upper and lowercase letters, as appropriate, 

3) check your spelling and grammar. 

My office hours are MWF 2-3 p.m. in TB1-202, and my phone number is 303-492-3606.

SPECIAL NOTES

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. (303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices)
I will make every effort to reasonably and fairly accommodate students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, or required attendance.  Please make sure to speak with me about such matters well beforehand.

