
MASTERPIECES OF

GREEK LITERATURE (CLAS 1110)


            SYLLABUS

PLEASE NOTE: HW = Homework.  ER = Electronic Reserves (go to http://libraries.colorado.edu/, click on Reserve Lists, find by Course Name–CLAS 1110).  If you access ER documents using your own computer, as opposed to one in a university lab, you will need the software Acrobat Reader to read pdf files.  To print out these ER documents, once a document is opened, click on the Acrobat printer icon. This is the small printer icon in the frame of the document.  ALWAYS BRING ALL READINGS FOR THE DAY TO CLASS.  This syllabus may be revised during the term.
Introduction
Mon Jan 14

Class: 
Introduction 

HW: 
If you have not already done so, get the books for this course at the CU Bookstore (in the Student Union) or at the Colorado Book Store on the Hill.  

Wed Jan 16

Class: 
Historical Background: From the Bronze Age to the Classical Age




HW:
None.







Tools of Interpretation 

Fri Jan 18

Class:
Historical Background continued

Symbolism, Functionalism, Comparativism, Structuralism 






(Post-structuralism later)



  



HW: 
None.

Mon Jan 21

MLK Day

Wed Jan 23

Class: 
Symbolism, etc. continued





Introduction to Tragedy 

HW:
Read Oedipus the King (aka Oedipus Rex, in Sophocles’ Three 

Theban Plays) before next Mon Jan 28 

The First Detective Story: Killing and Incest

Fri Jan 25

Class:  Discuss Sample Exam Questions 

Introduction to Tragedy continued



HW:
See HW under Wed Jan 23

Mon Jan 28-

Wed Jan 30

Class:
Introduction to Sophocles  

Oedipus the King




HW: 
Read Watching Memento handout before Fri Feb 1

Fri Feb 1-

Wed Feb 6

Class: 
Film-Memento. Runtime: 113 min.





Start discussing film and its parallels with Oedipus Rex
HW:
Complete Watching Memento handout before Fri Feb 8

Fri Feb 8

Class: 
Continue discussing film





Review




HW:
Prepare for First Exam

Mon Feb 11

Class: 
FIRST EXAM 




HW: 
Iphigenia in Aulis in Euripides IV

Crime and Punishment
Wed Feb 13-

Fri Feb 15

Class:
Introduction to Euripides.  

Iphigenia in Aulis
HW:
Agamemnon (first play in Aeschylus' Oresteia trilogy) before 

Mon Feb 18

Mon Feb 18-

Wed Feb 20

Class:
Introduction to Aeschylus.  

Aeschylus's Agamemnon

HW:
The Libation Bearers
Fri Feb 22

Class:
The Libation Bearers



HW:
The Eumenides
Mon Feb 25

Class: 
The Eumenides




HW:
Read Watching Once Were Warriors handout

Wed Feb 27-

Mon Mar 3

Class:
Film-Once Were Warriors.  Runtime: 103 min.





Start discussing film and its parallels with Iphigenia

HW:
Complete Watching Once Were Warriors handout (except last section) before Wed Mar 5
Wed Mar 5

Class: 
Finish discussing film  




HW:
None

Fri Mar 7

Class: The History of English

Review

HW:
Prepare for Second Exam
Mon Mar 10

Class: 
Second Exam
HW:
Lysistrata in Four Plays by Aristophanes
ER: Meridian Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary 

of Aristophanes' Lysistrata)

Greek “Pornography” and the Battle of the Sexes 

Wed Mar 12-

Fri Mar 14

Class:
Herodotus assignments explained

Aristophanes’ Lysistrata 

HW:
ER: Meridian Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of 

Herodotus: Books 1- 2)

Herodotus:
1.1-5 (i.e. Book 1, sections 1-5) (Introduction) 

1.26-55, 71-94 (Croesus) 

History as Tragedy
Mon Mar 17-

Wed Mar 19 

Class: 
Introduction to Historiography.  

Herodotus: Introduction; Croesus

HW:
Before Mon Mar 31:

ER: Meridian Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of 

Herodotus: Books 3-9)

Herodotus: 
2.35-37 (Egypt) 

2.121 (Rhampsinitus and the thieves) 

3.80-87 (the debate on government) 

7.33-40 (Xerxes' hubris)

Fri Mar 21

Class:
TBA




HW:
See HW under Wed Mar 19 

Mon Mar 24-

Fri Mar 28

Spring Break.
Mon  Mar 31-

Wed  Apr 2 

Class:
Herodotus: Egypt; Rhampsinitus and the thieves; the debate on 

government; Xerxes




HW:
Prepare for Third Exam on Fri Apr 4

Fri Apr 4

Class:
Third Exam 




HW: 
None

Homer's Odyssey: (Anti-)Heroism 

Mon Apr 7

Class:
Homer assignments explained

Introduction to Homer 

HW:
Odyssey Book 1
ER: Meridian Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of 

The Odyssey: Books 2-4), as explained in class
Wed Apr 9-

Fri Apr 11

Class: 
Introduction continued 

Odyssey Books 1-4 

HW:
Odyssey Books 5-8 before Mon, Apr 14

Mon Apr 14

Class:
Odyssey Books 5-8

HW:
Odyssey Books 9-12
Wed Apr 16-

Fri Apr 18

Class:
Odyssey Books 9-12  




HW:
Before Mon Apr 21:


Odyssey Books 13-14
ER: Meridian Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of 

The Odyssey: Books 15-16)

Odyssey Books 17-18

Mon Apr 21

Class:
Odyssey Books 13-18

HW:
ER: Meridian Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of 

The Odyssey: Books 19-20)

Odyssey Books 21-24

ER: Achilles in Vietnam (Berserk)

ER: Achilles in Vietnam (Abuse of the Dead Enemy)

Wed Apr 23

Class:
Odyssey Books 19-24
HW:
Read Watching Children of Men handout 

Fri Apr 25-

Wed Apr 30

Class:
Film-Children of Men.  Runtime: 109 min. 




Start discussing film and its associations with The Odyssey



HW:
Complete Watching Children of Men handout before Fri May 8

Fri May 2

Class:
Finish discussing film





Review
Tue May 6

FINAL EXAM
7:30 a.m.-10
