
CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY (FARR 1100)
SYLLABUS
PLEASE NOTE: HW = Homework.  PDCM = Penguin Dictionary of Classical Mythology.  NE = Near Eastern.  ER = Electronic Reserves (go to http://libraries.colorado.edu/, click on Course Reserves, and find by Instructor Name [Fredricksmeyer] and then Course [CLAS 1110]).  If you access ER documents using your own computer, as opposed to one in a university lab, you will need the software Acrobat Reader to read pdf files.  To print out these ER documents, once a document is opened, click on the Acrobat printer icon. This is the small printer icon in the frame of the document. ALWAYS BRING ALL READINGS FOR THE DAY TO CLASS.  This syllabus may be revised during the term. 

Introduction
Mon Aug 27

Class: 
Introduction to classical mythology  

HW: 
If you have not already done so, get the books for this course at the CU Bookstore (in the Student Union) or at the Colorado Book Store on the Hill.
Note that PDCM is a reference book for use throughout the term.  

Wed Aug 29

Class: 
Historical Background: From the Bronze Age to the Classical Age





Overview of the gods

HW:
ER: The Greek Gods







Different approaches 

Fri Aug 31- 

Fri Sep 7

Class:
Symbolism, Functionalism, Comparativism, Structuralism 






(Post-structuralism later) (Mon Sep 3, Labor Day)



  

Introduction to Tragedy 




HW: 
Sophocles’ Oedipus the King
Mon Sep 10-

Wed Sep 12

Class:  Oedipus the King
HW: 
Read Watching Memento
Fri Sep 14-

Wed Sep 19

Class:
Film-Memento.  Runtime: 113




Start discussing film
Fri Sep 21 

Class: 
Discuss film.





Review



HW:
Prepare for First Exam


Mon Sep 24

Class:
First Exam

HW:
Hesiod’s Theogony (lines 1-223, 459-634, 881-926)





Hesiod’s Works and Days (lines 1-212) 





ER: Holy Bible (Genesis, Chapters 1-3)
Evolution of the gods—Devolution of man

Wed Sep 26-

Mon Oct 1

Class:
Hesiod’s Theogony and Works and Days: Ending succession, rule by 

Metis, dominance of the male principle, NE Parallels,






Prometheus, Pandora, and the Five Ages of Man: from the 

Golden Age to the Iron Age; Genesis



HW:
Ovid’s Metamorphoses 28-39 (Daphne and Io), 67-78






(Callisto and Crow), 88-90 (Europa), 465 (Iphigenia), 






230-45 (Tereus and Orithyia). 
Female and Male Adolescent Initiation Myths
Wed Oct 3-

Fri Oct 5

Class:  Female Adolescent Initiation myths: Daphne and Io, 

Callisto and Crow, Europa, Iphigenia, Tereus and Orithyia




HW:
Euripides’ Hippolytus





Ovid’s Metamorphoses (Hippolytus)


Mon Oct 8-

Wed Oct 10

Class: 
Male Adolescent Initiation Myth: Hippolytus
 



HW: 
ER: Meridian Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of 

Euripides’ Iphigenia in Aulis)





Handout—Watching Once Were Warriors
Victory of the female principle 

Fri Oct 12-

Wed Oct 17

Class:
Film—Once Were Warriors (Runtime: 103 min)




Discuss film and its associations with Iphigenia
Fri Oct 19

Class:
Discussion of film continued





Review




HW: 
Prepare for Second Exam
Mon Oct 22

Class:
SECOND  EXAM





HW: 
Homeric Hymn to Demeter (The Homeric Hymns pp. 1-15)





Orpheus in WWCM
ER: Withdrawal and Return

ER: Oxford Classical Dictionary (Pythagoras)


Life vs. Death/ Cult Initiation 

Wed Oct 24-

Fri Oct 26

Class:  Homeric Hymn to Demeter: Persephone, Demeter and 






the Eleusinian Mysteries





Pythagoreanism, Orphism




HW: 
Euripides’ Bacchae

ER: The Birth of Tragedy

ER: Death in Venice 



Rationalism and Irrationalism

Mon Oct 29-

Wed Oct 31

Class:  Euripides’ Bacchae—Pentheus, Dionysus and Cult Worship 






(Structuralism and Post-structuralism)




HW: 
Handout—Watching Black Orpheus
Fri Nov 2-

Wed Nov 7

Class:
Film—Black Orpheus (Runtime: 100 min) 

Discussion

Fri Nov 9

Class:
Iliad assignments explained.  Discussion continued.

Review



HW: 
Prepare for Third Exam 
Mon Nov 12

Class:  THIRD EXAM 




HW: 
Iliad Book 1-2 
Homer's Iliad: the Allure of Violence 

Wed Nov 14

Class: 
Introduction to Homer and the Iliad




Iliad Books 1-2



HW:
Iliad Books 3-4
Fri Nov 16

Class: 
Iliad Books 3-4



HW: 
ER: Meridian Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of The 

Iliad, Book 5)

Iliad Book 6

ER: Meridian Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of The 

Iliad, Books 7-8)

Iliad Book 9

ER: Meridian Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of The 

Iliad, Books 10-15)
Iliad Book 16

ER: Merididan Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of The 

Iliad, Book 17)





ER: Ascending Scales of Affection

Mon Nov 19-

Fri Nov 23

Fall Break and Thanksgiving
Mon Nov 26-

Wed Nov 28 

Class:
Iliad Books 5-17

HW: 
ER: Merididan Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of The 

Iliad, Books 18-20)

Iliad Books 21-22

ER: Merididan Handbook of Classical Literature (Summary of The 

Iliad, Book 23)

Iliad Book 24

ER: Withdrawal and Return

ER: Achilles in Vietnam (Berserk)

ER: Achilles in Vietnam (Abuse of the Dead Enemy)

Fri Nov 30-

Mon Dec 3

Class:
Iliad Books 18-24 




HW:
Handout—Blade Runner
Wed Dec 5-

Mon Dec 10

Class:
Film-Blade Runner
Wed Dec 12

Class: 
Discuss film.




HW:
Prepare for Fourth Exam
Fri Dec 14

Class:
Concluding Observations



HW:
Study for FINAL EXAM: Mon Dec 17, 1:30-4 p.m.
