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The true part:

In November 2004, Colorado voters approved Amendment 37, which requires certain electricity retailers in Colorado to obtain an increasing amount of their electricity from renewable sources.  The amendment has a REC provision:

The Commission shall initiate one or more rulemaking processes to establish a system of tradable renewable energy credits that may be used by a qualifying retail utility to comply with this standard.

The Colorado PUC will be holding hearings this year in order to meet this provision.  The first such meeting is in March.  The specific questions the PUC is asking about the REC issue are listed below.   These questions are from the document posted at www.dora.state.co.us/puc/rulemaking/Amendment37.htm

The not true part:

You’ve left your position as a PUC Staffer.  In fact you are now working for (see below).  The PUC has invited your group to testify as to what Colorado’s new REC system should look like. Your group’s job is to write a two page testimony statement, appear at the hearing, and answer questions from the Commissioners.  Your testimony should focus on the questions the PUC is asking.  You don’t have to answer all the questions, but your testimony should directly address some of the questions.  

Email me one testimony from each group.  However, for this hearing, bring 4 hard copies to class as well.  

Group



Members

Western Resource Advocates
Renaud, Mitch, Rebecca, Jason W.
Xcel




Eli, Scott, Adam
GE Wind



Ronit, Kathryn, Peter

CSG*




Justin, Zoe, Jason P.
OCC**




Todd, Ryan, Jane


*CSG is the (fictional) Colorado Solar Group, an affiliation of manufacturers, designers, installers, and marketers of photovoltaic systems in Colorado.  

**OCC is the Office of Consumer Counsel, that (quoting their web site), “represents the interests of residential, small business and agricultural consumers before the Public Utilities Commission…”  See www.dora.state.co.us/occ/.  

Questions the PUC is asking about §124(1)(d):

20. How is the funding to establish and maintain a tradable system created/implemented?

21. What organization should administer the day-to-day aspects of a tradable system?
22. How will the costs of a tradable system be allocated among the various required utility

participants?

23. How should the Commission analyze the effectiveness of utilizing any regional system of

renewable energy credits (RECs) in existence at the time of its rulemaking process and

determine if the system is governed by rules that are consistent with the rules established

by this article? Should this be accomplished as a part of the rulemaking docket or in

some other procedure?

24. What role should Western Renewable Energy Generation Information System (WREGIS)

play in meeting the requirements of this section?

25. Assuming WREGIS is the proper organization for accounting, verification, and tracking

of RECs, should the rules have a placeholder for WREGIS?

26. What should occur if WREGIS is not operational by the time these rules are in effect and

operational?

27. How should renewable electric generators be granted RECs? Should it be in direct

proportion to MWh generation from qualified renewable sources (geothermal, hydro,

biomass, solar, and wind) of 10 MW or less? If so, how would small customer sources

with one meter be qualified?

28. If customers receive rebates from utilities under §124(1)(e), who would own REC, the

customer or the utility, and why?

29. What should be the life of a REC and if more than one year, how should the length be

determined?

30. Should the retail utilities be only required and obligated to retire REC as opposed to

purchasing the associated power?

31. Should the rules require a Capacity Conversion Factor (CCF) for REC? If so, what

capacity factor is appropriate? How often the capacity factor be re-examined?



